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 “ We did indeed make thee a khalifa on earth so judge 
thou between men in truth (and justice)” Surah Sad-

verse 20,Holy Quran 

 Sustainability of the environment--made mandatory by  
Almighty Allah in the Holy Quran and then expounded 

Sunnah.  

 ALL the Major religions of the world , Christianity, 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism have stood up for 

environmental protection.

 Justice and environment interlinked.

INTRODUCTION



 term “environment” from  meaning of air, water and 
land it has progressed in its broadest sense to mean 

and include air, water and all layers of the 
atmosphere, all organic and inorganic matter in 
living organisms, all ecosystems and ecological 

relationships, buildings, structures, roads, facilities, 
all social and economic conditions affecting 

community life and the interrelationship between any 
of the factors mentioned above. 

 World over including Pakistan the consciousness’s 
and awareness of the people is growing 

EVOLUTION OF THE 
TERM ENVIRONMENT



The agenda formidable : 

 curbing greenhouse gases, 

 coping with rising sea levels ,

 acid rain, 

 ozone depletion, 

 climate change, 

 loss of biodiversity, toxic 

 hazardous products and wastes, 

 pollution of rivers and

 depletion of freshwater resources, affecting 
the human rights 

WHY THE NEED TO 
PROTECT THE 

ENVIRONMENT 



 An  independent judiciary plays a pivotal  role in 
enhancing environmental governance and the rule of 
law through the interpretation, development, 
implementation and enforcement of environmental 
law 

 Before the World Summit on Sustainable 
Development ,2002 ,  meeting of the judges from 
around the world at Johannesburg held ,with a view 
to the preparation of a document for the 
consideration of heads of state at the summit.  

ROLE OF JUDICIARY IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION



 The result of this meeting -- the Johannesburg 
Principles on the rule of law and sustainable 
development, which consisted of a series of 
guidelines and principles for the judiciary in 
environmental matters. 

 The upcoming UN “Rio + 20” Conference in 
Brazil in June , 2012   will discuss the need of 
the states to embrace the priority of 
strengthening  their environmental judicial 
capacity.

ROLE OF JUDICIARY IN 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

PROTECTION



 Judicial institutions serve several functions in 
society, among them:

1. The peaceful settlement of disputes

2. Upholding the rule of law

3. Apply

 The role of the judge in environmental law is in 
principle no different from other settings, but for 
many judges the subject matter may seem complex 

 Judges also advance the development of 
environmental law by their traditional task of 
interpreting and filling the gaps in the legal texts.  
They can only fulfill this task if they are adequately 
informed. 

WHY THE NEED TO FOR 
JUDICIAL CAPACITY 

BUILDING OF JUDGES



many environmental cases may not fall within a settled 
legislative provision or judicial decision but in the gray 
area not specifically covered by black letter law. Yet 
they may still be within the reach of existing principles 
like the precautionary principle or polluter pays 
principle as expounded in the Shela Zia v WAPDA, PLD 
1994 SC 693where the Court accepted  the importance 
of the Rio Declaration on Environment and 
Development and Precautionary Principle included in 
its Principle 15.

WHY THE NEED FOR 
JUDICIAL CAPACITY 

BUILDING OF JUDGES



 it is beyond the competence of the legislature to 
anticipate every factual situation giving rise to 
environmental considerations.

 The judges are thus positioned, along with other 
institutions such as legislatures and environmental 
agencies, at the cutting edge of the development of 
environmental law

 The judges need also to be familiar with international 
norms and standards, as contained in the growing 
body of treaties, declarations, covenants, protocols 
and other documents

WHY THE NEED FOR 
JUDICIAL CAPACITY 

BUILDING OF JUDGES



 They need also to have some familiarity with the 
various international institutions handling 
environmental matters, their functions, their 
competence and their geographical reach

 Judicial decisions and attitudes can also play a great 
part in influencing society’s perception of the 
environmental danger .

 A well informed Judiciary facilitates environmental  
adjudication and enables the judges to make 
decisions promptly  and to expand the scope of 
environmental law.

WHY THE NEED FOR 
JUDICIAL CAPACITY 

BUILDING OF JUDGES



 Environmental law emerged in 1972 following the 
United Nations Stockholm Conference when less 
than five environmental ministries existed .

 The  Montevideo Programme recommendations 
encouraged all nations to enact environmental 
statues and build environment protection agencies.

 1992, Rio Janerio UN Conference on Environment and 
Development  there was consensus that more 
environmental legislation and administrative 
implementation was required. As a result of Agenda 
21, IUCN Commission on Environmental Law 
established the first worldwide programs whereby 
universities collaborated to provide environmental 
legal education via the IUCN Academy of 
Environmental Law ,university of Ottawa, Canada .

ENVIRONMENTAL  CAPACITY 
BUILDING IN THE WORLD



 1980s-United Nations Environment Program( UNEP), 
Environmental Law Programme of The International 
Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural 
Resources ( IUCN) , Asian Development Bank (ADB),  
Judicial Institutes in Brazil and Overseas 
Cooperative Programs  provided by the US 
Environmental Protection Agency ,British 
Commonwealth  

 1985- UNEP and IUCN convened a series of regional 
gatherings of judges.

ENVIRONMENTAL  CAPACITY 
BUILDING IN THE WORLD



 2008 - Philippines Judicial Academy started providing 
continuing judicial education 

 Vermont Law School with the China University of 
Political Science and Law in Beijing and Sun Yat 
School in Guangzhou .

 US Environmental Appeals Board has held several 
workshops on environmental law in America, 
Central America and the Caribbean .

 In Europe, the European forum of judges have been 
meeting regularly .

 In Gulf and Egypt in 2004 a Union of judges of Arab 
Supreme Courts for the protection of environment 
was established.

JUDICIAL ACADEMIES AND 
LAW SCHOOLS OF THE  

WORLD TEACHING 
ENVIRONMENTAL LAW



The Sindh Judicial Academy is the oldest Judicial 
Academy of Pakistan.

The Sindh Judicial Academy is the education wing of the 
high court and it provides instutionalized , specialized, 
integrated, professionalized, progressive  continuing 

judicial education

THE SINDH JUDICIAL 
ACADEMY,

ITS ROLE AND OBJECTIVES



 PRE SERVICE TRAINING OF NEWLY INDUCTED CIVIL JUDGES AND 
JUDICIAL MAGISTRATES( 2006 and awaiting new batch)

 ENVIRONMENTAL LAW  CURRIULUM AND PROGRAMS

 PRE SERVICE TRAINING OF NEWLY INDUCTED ADDITIONAL 
DISTRICT AND SESSION JUDGES(2010)

 CONTINUING JUDICIAL EDUCATION
IN SERVICE TRAINING OF DISTRICT AND SESSION JUDGES AND 
ADDITIONAL DISTRICT AND SESSION JUDGES ( 17th January-24th

Febuary,2011)

 SENIOR CIVIL JUDGES(11th April-7th MAY,2011)

 CIVIL JUDGES AND JUDICIAL MAGISTRATES(23RD may-15th July,2011)

 TRAINING OF COURT PERSONNEL( 12th March-26th March,2012)

 TRAINING OF GOVERNMENT OFFICERS, GOVERNMENT 
DEPARTMENTS( 20th febuary-9th march,2012)

CORE PROGRAMS OF THE 
ACADEMY



 CONFERENCES , SEMINARS ( June-2007)

 SUMMIT( 25 and 26th June,2011)

 TRAINING OF CORPORATE SECTOR AND LAW 
STUDENTS

 NETWORKING AND KNOWLEDGE PARTNERSHIPS

 RESEARCH CELL 

CORE PROGRAMS OF THE 
ACADEMY



 CONTINUING JUDICIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

 FUNDS

 RESOURCES

 READING MATERIAL

 COURSES ON SPECIALIZED SUBJECTS

 EXCHANGE AND BEST PRACTICES

 GLOBAL NETWORK AND FORUM OF JUDGES

WAY FORWARD AND 
CHALLENGES



In the words of the of the  19th century 
author Christian Bovee and I quote  “ 

“The greatest of all laws is the law of 
progressive development .Under it, in 
the wide sweep of things , men grow 

wiser, as they grow older and societies 
better”.

THANK YOU 


